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true, Danton accepted and enforced the policy of annexation
in Belgium, but by that time several things had happened
and Danton believed his own diplomacy had failed. Talley-
rand was thus the informal representative In London of the
school which repudiated conquest and armed propaganda
and based its diplomacy on British friendship. Fox repre-
sented a party which wished to support France against the
Coalition without surrendering any English rights. The
Influence of Fox and his friends was thus used in two ways.
Talleyrand, and for that matter Chauvelin too, were made
to understand that there would be no question of English
sympathy with France If France assumed any claim to
Interfere with English affairs, whilst no opportunity was lost
to prevent the English Government from taking any step
which would provoke war. Chauvelin announced to Le Brun
on December jth that Sheridan had told him that the Whigs
did not want war with France " s'il n'y a point degression
faite contre la Hollande," but that they would make common
cause with Pitt, and that they were assured of nine-tenths
of the population, In repelling any idea of French interfer-
ence. " Nous avons bien su, a nous seuls, donner a la France
Texemple dj une revolution, nous saurons aussi suivre le
sien a notre manlere et par nos propres forces, pour per-
fectionner notre gouvernement et y ajouter."
Fox and Sheridan did their utmost to strengthen the
opposition to the Idea of armed propaganda In France, and
no French politician was under any illusion as to the terms
on which their sympathy was to be had. Dr. Robinet goes
so far as to talk of Danton's "alliance" with the Whigs.
The term he used loosely to denote the identity of their
objects; Danton dreading to make the struggle with the
Coalition a war for some wild - eyed scheme of universal
emancipation, Fox dreading to see England involved in a
war for a counter-revolution. It was one of Fox's followers,
William Smith, who acted as the agent in bringing Pitt and
Maret together, and during the winter of 1792-93 Fox and
his friends were chiefly employed in counter-working the